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March 29, 2022 

Bethania Mennonite PCH COVID 19 Update 

 
Since the beginning of the COVID 19 outbreak at Bethania in February, a total of 35 Residents have tested positive, 27 

have recovered and there are still 8 active cases.  There are also 4 swab results that are pending.  We thank God there have 

been no deaths associated with COVID. We have also had 16 total staff cases with 13 fully recovered and back to work. 

It is expected that the measures we have taken to restrict Resident movement, meals on each Unit and to quarantine 

positive Residents in their rooms until recovery, will be effective in preventing any further Resident-to-Resident spread.  

However, transmission from visitor or staff to Resident cannot be fully controlled.  Given the lifting of COVID 19 

restrictions by the province and with the highly infectious Omicron variants, there remains the potential for increased 

community spread affecting PCH visitors and our staff.  This in turn poses a continuing risk of transmission from visitors 

and staff to our Residents. 

The Public Health Agency of Canada and other public health experts are predicting a possible sixth wave of COVID 

infections attributable- in the main- to the new even more infectious BA.2 Omicron variant.  While vaccination remains 

the most essential measure to prevent infection and transmission of the virus as well as severe outcomes, “breakthrough” 

infections do occur and are especially concerning for those who are immunocompromised or have underlying health 

conditions.  Residents of PCHs therefore who are exposed to persons with COVID continue to be at a high risk.   

Further,  COVID case numbers and test positivity in Manitoba appear to be rising and Public Health has acknowledged 

these statistics are likely an underrepresentation,  as COVID rapid at home test result are at not included in any data  Some 

provinces like Quebec are in fact considering the need to reintroduce public restrictions if the upward COVID case trend 

continue. 

In order to mitigate the potential for COVID transmission from visitors or staff to our Residents, we will therefore 

continue strict PPE protocols for staff and visitors, only allow fully vaccinated staff to work at our PCHs, isolate Units 

with positive cases for required quarantine periods, screen and require proof of vaccination for all in room visitors. 

Visitation for Designated Family Caregivers and general visitors who are fully vaccinated can continue visits in the 

Residents rooms.  Masks are required for visitors and must be worn for the entire visit.  Families visiting Residents who 

are in Red Zone quarantine in their rooms must wear appropriate PPE including masks, gloves, and gowns.  Nursing staff 

are available to assist with PPE use. 

Unvaccinated Designated Family Caregivers or other unvaccinated visitors can continue to make appointments with their 

loved ones in our visitation rooms and make use of “virtual” visits. 

Fully vaccinated Designated Family Caregivers or general visitors are again encouraged to visit at meals times to assist 

their loved one with their meals.  Our thanks again for the many emails and other messages supporting our COVID 

prevention measures to keep your loved ones safe. 

Please keep our Residents and staff in your prayers. 
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