April 25, 2022

Bethania Mennonite PCH COVID 19 Update
Currently, we have a total of 6 Residents on 200 wing, who over the past two weeks have tested positive for COVID
19 and are in Red Zone isolation and being carefully monitored. We are also continuing to test any 200 wing
Residents who may present with symptoms. All families of these Residents have been notified.
We also pleased to announce that starting today, all Residents on 100, 300, 400, 500, 600 and 700 wings will be
returning to having meals in the Main Dining room or in satellite dining areas, with the precaution of group seating
by wings. In addition, these Residents will no longer be restricted to their Units and can therefore make use of the
common areas to socialize as before, with appropriate physical distancing. Small group Recreation and Spiritual
Care programming is resuming as well outside of the Units. Please be assured we will continue to assess and test
any of these Residents, should they develop any symptoms.
As per Public Health protocol, visitors are reminded to visit only in a Residents’ room and not in any common areas
until further notice. And as noted in our last update, please do not come on site to visit if you have COVID
symptoms or are not yet fully recovered from COVID. If you are symptomatic, Shared Health encourages you to
take a series of rapid test over a three to four day period, starting the day of the onset of any symptoms.
We have been in continual discussion with WRHA Long term Care and our PCH colleagues, about the relative risk of
allowing unvaccinated Designated Family Caregivers to visit their loved ones in their rooms (in addition to using our
in door visiting areas). It is true that vaccinated persons are contracting the Omicron variants of COVID. However,
there is strong empirical evidence that unvaccinated people have a great risk of contracting COVID and therefore
transmitting to others (e.g. British Medical Journal [Sept 2021] study demonstrated that unvaccinated people

are 12 times more likely to become infected with COVID, 31 times more likely to be hospitalized and 17
times more likely to die). Further, the number of positive cases in Manitoba continues to rise and the test
positivity rate remains high and in all likelihood, as Public Health has acknowledged, is largely under
represented. In this environment, we believe it is in the best interests of our Residents and staff to continue
our policy restricting unvaccinated visitors from in room visiting for the time being. This policy will
nevertheless be reviewed throughout May in relation to the state of COVID case numbers and test positivity
rates.
Our policy of not allowing unvaccinated staff to work in our PCHs will remain in place for the foreseeable future.
Please keep our Residents and staff in your prayers.

Gary J. Ledoux, CEO
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