
 

 

 
January 20, 2023 

RSV Outbreak at BETHANIA MPCH 

 

Dear Residents and Families: 

As you are aware, since late December 2022, we have had a total of 28 lab confirmed positive cases of 

RSV among our Residents.  All Wings have had at least one positive case. RSV or Respiratory Syncytial 

Virus causes infections in the lungs and respiratory tract.  Symptoms are usually mild and resemble a 

common cold.  However, in older adults with heart or lung conditions or who are immunocompromised, 

it can cause pneumonia or bronchiolitis.  RSV can also lower immunity and increase the risk of 

contracting COVID 19.  There have been RSV outbreaks in 16 Winnipeg PCHs.  It is suspected that 

infected visitors and/or staff are responsible for these outbreaks. 

 

As of today, we have 9 positive Residents still in isolation but no other cases or test pending since 

Sunday January 15.  To date, thankfully none of the affected Residents have had severe symptoms and all 

continue to recover. 

 

As soon as the first positive case was lab confirmed, we implemented our Outbreak and Infection 

Prevention and Control protocols.  This includes isolating affected Residents on their Wings in their 

rooms until symptoms are resolved and placing Orange Zone precautions on those symptomatic 

Residents who have pending tests.  Staff use appropriate PPE when providing care for these Residents 

and increased cleaning measures are utilized. 

 

Designated Family Caregiver visitations have continued for Residents in Red Zone and Orange Zone 

isolation but general visitors are not allowed.   

In light of the outbreak and our continuing infection prevention measures, all visits are still restricted to 

the Resident’s room only and visitors cannot take Residents to sit in common areas e.g. by the fish tank, 

at the end of 400 Wing, in the front lobby, etc.  We have noticed a few visitors have been sitting in these 

common areas, so we ask everyone to respect these policies as directed by Shared Health.  We have also 

noted families walking around the home with residents therefore we ask also that you do not walk around 

the building. 

All visitors are still required to wear masks at all times and to perform frequent hand hygiene.   

Thank you for your continued support and please keep our Residents and Staff in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

Gary J. Ledoux      Doris Furtado RN,GNC (C )  

CEO, The Bethania Group          Director of Care  

 


